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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-13 and 15-19 are presented for examination. Claim 14 has 
been cancelled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 

this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-13 andl5-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a/e) as being 
anticipated by Waldin et al. (6,052,531) (Hereinafter Waldin). 



4. As per claim 1, 9, 15, and 18, Waldin discloses computer-implemented 
method and code amendment enabler for a software provider (25) of 
enabling a software-acquiring entity (20) to arrive from an existent first 
signed piece of code (11) at a second signed piece of code (12, 13), both 
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pieces of code (11, 12, 13) having been generated by use of a first software 
archive generator (2) under use of generation instructions (8) comprising 
the step of: 

providing to said software-acquiring entity (20) a difference code (4, 
5) (software publisher provides update patches, col 2, line 66 - col 3 line 
21), said difference code comprising the steps necessary to arrive from said 
first signed piece of code (11) at said second signed piece of code (12, 13), 
which difference code (4, 5) is usable at said software-acquiring entity (20) 
(software publisher provides update patches, fig 1, col 2, line 66 - col 3 line 
21; col 4, lines 1-53); and 

combining said difference code (update patches, col 4, lines 1-53) with said 
first signed piece of code (11) by a second software archive generator (7) to 
generate said second signed piece of code (12, 13) (JAR, col 4, lines 1-53), 
whereby said second software archive generator (7) is fed with those 
generation Instructions (8) that were used by said first software archive 
generator (2) for the generation of both pieces of code (11, 12, 13) (fig 1, 
JAR, col 4, lines 1-53). 

5. As per claims 2, 10, and 17, Waldin discloses wherein the generation 
Instructions (8) are provided to the software-acquiring entity (20) by the 
software provider (25), together with the second software archive generator 
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(7) (software publisher provides update patches, fig 1, col 2, line 66 - col 3 
line 21; col 4, lines 1-53, JAR). 

6. As per claims 3 and 11, Waldin discloses wherein the pieces of code 
(11, 12, 13) are signed using a private key (14) (digitally signed, fig 1, col 
2, line 66 - col 3 line 21; col 4, lines 1-53). 

7. As per claim 4, Waldin discloses wherein the signed pieces of code (11, 
12, 13) are stored in a storage unit (1) at the software provider (25) (fig 1, 
digitally signed, col 4, lines 1-53). 

8. As per claim 5, Waldin discloses wherein the difference code (4, 5) is 
created, by the first software archive generator (2), while said first software 
archive generator (2) generates the second signed piece of code (12, 13) 
(fig 7-8B). 

9. As per claim 6, Waldin discloses wherein for more than two pieces of 
code (11, 12, 3) being stored, the difference code (4, 5) is generated only 
between a subset of said pieces of code (11, 12, 13) (fig 1-6, col 2, line 66 - 
col 3 line 21; col 4, lines 1-53, col 9-10). 
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10. As per claim 7, Waldin discloses wherein for arriving from the first 
piece of code (11) to the second piece of code (13) several difference codes 
(4, 5) are required, these difference codes (4, 5) are merged to a single 
difference code to be provided to the software-acquiring entity (20) (fig 2-5, 
update patches, fig 1, col 2, line 66 - col 3 line 21; col 4, lines 1-53, JAR). 

11. As per claims 8 and 12, Waldin discloses wherein the first and second 
piece of code (11, 12, 13) are identified at the software provider (25) by 
deriving a corresponding identifier from a request (16) received from the 
software-acquiring entity (20) (update patches, fig 1, col 2, line 66 - col 3 
line 21; col 4, lines 1-53). 

13. As per claim 13, claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1, 
above. 

12. As per claim 16, Waldin discloses an input unit (24) for receiving from 
said software-acquiring entity (20) a code amendment request (16) for the 
delivery of said difference code (4, 5) (fig 8B). 

13. As per claim 17, Waldin discloses a first software archive generator (2) 
for generating said pieces of code (11, 12, 13) under use of generation 
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instructions (8) (update patches, fig 1, col 2, line 66 - col 3 line 21; col 4, 
lines 1-53). 

14. As per claim 19, Waldin discloses an input/output unit (6) for sending 
a code amendment request (16) to said software provider (25) and for 
receiving said difference code (4, 5) (fig 8A-8B). 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

US 2002/0116477 
US 2002/0038308 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A. Siddiqi whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3976. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272- 
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3964. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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